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HELP Game # 01 (GAME TRAIL)

JAFAR  AL D  IN B AR

Master  cryptomancien kasmiran, Jafar i s based

a family o f Kasir . This eminent  scho lar is the au thor

a remarkable book ent it led "Language and lan-

pledges o f Tal i slanta:  the power o f words and sym-

bols. It  is also  renowned fo r i ts good

knowledge o f  f inancial  networks and criminals

Confederat ion, and was adviser to  the king o f Kasmir

between 602  and 608  NA. He is  su spected o f  having

contact  with the sect  o f Ghosts Arim. Well

having a pharmacy on Cymri l  and leasing services

of magetrappes, Jafar is no t  o f ten present  on

Cymril  because i t  is an atypical  Kasmiran who  loves t ravel-

ger. He was again absent  a year ago  fo r carried

ki l l  a su rvey across the Seven Kingdoms during

Year  61 6  NA o n behal f  o f  the Co unci l  o f  Kings.

You have not heard from him since ... "

HELP Game # 02 (GAME TRAIL)

J AFAR AL D  IN B AR

It  is now several  years that  you  are working

Valiant  in the mil i t ia of the Al Dinbar Kasir .

Aziz, the pat riarch has cal l  ed you  and you

with a mission:  f ind his son who  did no t

been heard from fo r several  months. You

ordered to  go  to  and to  Cymri l

Learn more. Your start ing po int :  the official

cine o f Jafar in hextan Council  o f Kings.

HELP GAME No. 03 (treasure hunt)

AN N OTATION S ON THE  C  OVE R

TH E  J  OU R N AL.

At the heart  o f the fo rest  trees per mile of jade,

This is  o nly one eye to  beho ld

heaven.

On behal f  o f  the month o f  the Concordance o f  Seven

His gaze wi l l  po int  wi thou t  jerks

The place where the si lent  guardian shou ld seek

HELP GAME No. 04 (TRIP

H ELL)

LE TTE R  OF  F E ATU R E S F OUN D IN  THE

W IN  D  FAILE D

Mage Venant iu s greet ings,

The reports o f our agents at  Tor, we have confirmed

disruption o f shipping Jafar Al  Dinbar. It  is

therefo re l ikely that  the object  o f his research in

jungles of Taz is st i l l  there. According to  our info rmation

t ions, the Kasmiran had to  go  beyond the

Cinnabar Hil ls in an area l i t t le known

Marsh Mog. Attached to  this message's  in-

cont ribu t ion o f  al l  the documents we have obtained

co pi es .

As one o f the only men with an average

rapid recogni t ion in the region, you

order to  get  there with your o fficers to  repe-

rer  anything that  might  seem anomalous:  no  need

clear that  the object  we seek is l inked

arcane secrets.  Where necessary, make a

approach as wel l  as a thorough invest igat ion

field. This operat ion is o f high impor-

tance fo r Cabales.  Rest  assured that  our most

senio r level  s wi l l  be generous

towards their  loyal  servants.

Magi ca  Rex!

HELP GAME No. 05 (VERTIGO)

HALLU C IN ATIO N S

Suddenly, you  lose touch wi th real i ty. You  do

longer feel  your weight  and have the impression of float ing.

Your vision is clouded. You  rub your eyes wi th

insistence, to  no avai l . You  dist inguish only three

individuals. Two stand and look very

large compared with the third. The lat ter is seated and

seems miniscu le, i t  moaned soft ly.  One o f the two

Other approaches him and begins to  rehearse with

insistence the same sentence. But  you  do  no t  understand

not what he said. Hands to  his temples, i t  is a terri-

ble headache that  o verwhelms yo u . Whoever i s

si t t ing is pathet ic and his complaint  is unbearable!

You  are su rprised to  hear you  whine to  your

tu rn! Your headache worse, as i f  you

dig the sku ll  chisel . At the height o f su ffering

France, you  yel l . You ' re crouched on the floor.  At

your  side, you  watch your  companions, su rpr ised.

You  see everything clear ly now, and evi l

Head fades. What  has happened to  you?
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HELP GAME NO 06 (THE PLOT

THE EAGLE)

ME E T THE  SAGE  AN D THE  SC IE N TIST.

"Shaladin Vardune came to  the spring o f

second centu ry o f the New Age. The runes tel l

he was obsessed wi th fu lfi l l ing his

"Great Work", and he wore a dark stain

his heart . Certainly, the quest of his l i fe aspired to  heal

the world o f the horro rs he had suffered since the Great

Disaster, bu t he knew i t  cou ld st i l l  pan-

service the wound in his sou l .

Wise among the wise, the teacher  sho wed him Vshikaa

al l  that . Founder o f the Bro therhood o f  bo tanoman-

cians, i t  was the first  to  be interested in Aériades

Viridian texts after the exi le of our people, driven

by Phaédrans. He had warned his contempo-

contemporaries against  overexplo i tat ion o f  natu ral  resou rces

tu ral  and had long advocated a change

ment  radical  l i festyle more su i ted to

degenerat ion o f their  wings.

Shaladin Vshikaa and spent  many months

together to  discuss and exchange their  knowledge. Despite

the extent  o f his erudi t ion, which cou ld Shaladin

change the cycle o f  seasons, cou ld no t  f ind

rel ieve his inner evi l . He ignored some

essential  things such as respect  fo r natu ral  cycles

rels. Vshikaa taught  him to  think before calmed

ser suffering of the world, i t  should fi rst  hole-

worm peace and harmony in i tsel f .

After  several  decades, retu rned to  Shaladin

Vardune and gave an object  to  the custody o f bo tano-

Mancienne. In exchange, they asked him to  deposi tary

ser seeds o f a t ree designed by a Vshikaa

Mog distant  region, a land host i le per-

Green du ring the Great  Disaster.  Shaladin accepted

withou t  hesi tat ion. The runes do  no t  say more abou t

this sto ry and no  longer  speak o f the Shaladin

continued. "

HELP GAME NO 07 (THE PLOT

THE EAGLE)

D OC TR INE  B Y CR  E ATIVE  Kreen- TRI

"When our people arrived in the forests that are

now the kingdom o f  Vardune, Vshikaa came here and

meditated. In this place, he understood the principles o f har-

ceremony and decided to  fo l low the path that  serves the Round and

derives i ts strength from i t . Here he accepted the u lt imate

Tru t h.

Collects and distributes the Creator of l ife. It  co llects

seeds lef t  by the dead things fo r

replant ing and they give l i fe to  their

tu rn. The new growth grows, grows and tu rns o ff,

resul t ing in more l ives l ike hers and

serving as a nu trient  for o ther species. It  is the

even fo r people Tal islanta:  the natu re

feeds and feed thei r  dead natu re. This

cycle is born the balance o f things. It  is the foundation

of l ife. Death of a thing gives rise

ano ther. So is there and so  must i t  be for

wel l-being o f everything.

It  was here that  we come to  study,

we train and test  the strength o f our fai th. The

bo tanomanciens are the hei rs o f  Vshikaa, i ts

know, l ike his thinking. At  the center o f sanct ions

sanctuary, l ies the heart  o f  the phi losophy he

taught . The Melk Diat , the t ree of l i fe capable o f

give eternal  l i fe l ike death, you

expected. Few po l i t icians have been ou tside our bro therhoods-

series,  to  have the right  to  approach him. You know

name o ne o f  them:  Shaladin.

All  come here in search o f  something.

On your tu rn, you  come, fi l led with a desire to  Assou-

vir . It  is in this sanctuary you wil l  find the

fi l l .  Be aware however that  there are several

issues:  one fo r those that  can grow on the

Track and one that  contains the thirst , the thirst  infinite

never quenched. "

HELP GAME NO 08 (THE SECRET OF

SHALADIN)

THE  SO UN D O F  THE  B O X SH ALAD  IN

"At the foot  o f the mesas and surrounded by sand,

My sanctuary and shel ter I bu i l t .

On the massacre to ld by the fables,

My mu sic co ntains the screams.

In the wake o f  Ti rshata,

On to p o f a so l i tary peak,

After  the bel l , you  wil l  make yourself .

Bring the music box i ron

For those whose knowledge i s my quest  fo r  ever,

This box i s the key gu ide and guard!

She sings these words, then keeps in mind:

"I keep the secret I keep secret."
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HELP GAME No. 09 (treasure hunt)

JOU R N AL OF  JAFAR AL D IMBAR

3 1st  day o f  Jhang 61 5  N A -  Cymri l

The man left  the room, leaving me the box and

i ts  meager  contents as payment  fo r my

services. He had certainly hoped fo r bet ter than six

sheets o f  vel lum blank rows in a box

o ld metal  dented the so le residual  interest

Dai t  in the lock, su rprisingly complex. It

besides the obvious reason that  led him to

require my services, those of "one of the most eminent

nent  magetrappes o f Kasmir ,  a fo rmer adviser

monarch "as rumored .. .  And rumor has i t

t ru e .

The box, o f modest  bi l l , is made o f black iron.

Interlacing coarse adorn i ts cover. It

would serve as jewelry box o r cabinet  before

i ts last  owner intends i t  to  do  conservation

t ion o f leaves o f vel lum, rare and precious before

rediscovery o f papermaking. He f inal ly

t ion due to  lo se the key. The numerous scratches

and abuse infl icted on the lock at test

numerou s unsuccessfu l  at tempts to  open i t .  I

I even too k nearly two  hou rs,  watched

the eager  you ng lanky Cymri l ien before

i t  sel ls.

In a second expert , my at tent ion was

worn on a singu lar su rface roughness within the

cover .  Punch a t iny, probably the

brand designer  box was hammered

in one corner . Device equ ipped with my big-

SISS fo r bet ter appreciat ion, I found mysel f

speechless. I watched the seal  o f the greatest

Master  Crypto mancie who  at tended To u rs

sealed Kasir ,  Shaladin which only the legendary t reasure

secondary educat ion, so  far gone, can match the genius.

Suddenly dizzy, I had the m'asperger

face water  to  recover my spiri ts . Taking

my close inspect ion o f the box, I found this

I was looking fo r:  a series o f inscript ions in Old

Archean based in the t racery o f the l id.

I t ranslated before reading in a hal ting vo ice:

"The spirits speak under the rays of the moon" and more

away "free singing and sinister." I could only

lose the smile real izing the implicat ions o f

such discovery. If this is indeed what I think

my l i fe is in danger. I'm no t talking about  my dis-

Green to  anyone and do  no t  change anything

my habi ts  . . .

9 th day o f  Laéo l i s  615  NA -  Cymri l

For  several  weeks, I spend al l  my

time looking fo r the hidden meaning o f  words left  by

Shaladin, analyzing each piece o f  metal ,

vel lum, using my magic on different  objects;

bu t  withou t  much resu l t . The key i s somewhere in

my eyes, in the inscript ions, bu t  the hidden meaning

escapes  me.

22nd day o f  Laéo l is  615  NA -  Cymri l

I decided to  start  from scratch and I spent

long hours to  search, analyze syntax,

check and recheck. There i s no  do ubt  that  my

first  interpretat ion too  early, was erroneous. I

Now suppose that  the meaning o f the message is:  "

ghost  moon i l luminates the words that  wil l  del iver the

sad melody. "I' l l  have some t ime in the oppor-

Commission to  ver ify my hypo thesis .. .

49 th day o f  Laéo l is  61 5  NA -  Cymri l

I'm Cymril  on this last  day of Laéo lis. I

had, with regret ,  to  end an interview with

Sophists my fr iend who  helped me du ring my

Prel iminary research fo r wri t ing my first

volume on "Language and languages or Tal islanta

the power of words and symbols "dedicated to

l  ingu ist ic pract ices o f the peopl  es o f Seven

Kingdoms and three people stateless. I to ld him

a qu ick reading o  f  the sect ion on

Cymril iens before o ffering him a copy o f the o r-

Vrag and sneak ou t  qu ickly, claiming a

Fo rgo t  yo u r  appo intment .

1 st  day o f  Phand 6 1 5  NA -  Cymri l

Last  night ,  the moon's shadow darted

spectral  radius of the blank vel lum I arranged

in an arc in front  o f me. Gradually, l ike

a leaf is shading into  flames, I

emerged on the prist ine pages of let ters,

words, l ines and pat terns giving in

an ancient  nomadic, al l  info rmation necessary

sary to  manu factu re a unique box

mu si c .

But  that  is not  the only miracle I at tended,

The box i t self  has been subject  to  the same phenomenon

leads. Drawings, various inscript ions adorn

now each o f the inner faces o f the box:

there are entries in low and high tal islan in

Archaean, in nomadic, bu t  also  the representat ion

Muse adorned with a flower taking a di fferent

break lascivious, representat ion in detail  about  a

crystal , an ideogram strangely close to  certain

tain tat toos worn by Goodfel las. All  donat ion-

NEET pro bably an indicat io n enough so m-

mayor o f a place shou ld be the o ther  six

Songs o f  the bo x.

3 3 rd day o f  Zar  6 1 5  NA -  Cymri l

I think I succeeded, after  more than two  months

painstaking research, to  decrypt  al l

Entr ies disparate decorat ing the box and vel lum.

The Council  o f  Kings has done me the honor o f par t icipat ing

the decadal  stu dy o n Co nfederat io n in co mparison

pany o f o ther scho lars in their  f ields

respect ively. Aethorion the Cymril ien, wil l  be responsible fo r
s t u -Dier  bel iefs and magical  pract ices, Naj

Miras Sindaran wil l  l ist  the ways and customs,

Fo r my part  I am in charge o f  economic i ssues

no mi c .
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3 9 th day o f  Ardan 6 1 6  NA Cymri l

The o fficial  mission depart ing week pro -

hi  give me the oppo rtuni ty to  double-t ravel -

ger under escort  in the different  realms

the Confederat ion to  conduct  my research

and check my assumptions on the spo t , while al low me

putt ing to  visi t  different  people

which, l ike the So phists,  worked in my

work. I st i l l  have just  one week

seize the first  object  of the l ist . I should

find here . ..

4 6 th day o f  Ardan 6 1 6  NA Cymri l

It  took much pat ience and deploy

stubbornness for  appropriat ing the fi rst  o f

Shaladin objects, a kind o f  metal  comb.

I had to  make feet  and hands to  play my

relat ionships, fo r me to  admit , in to tal discret ionary

t ion, at  least  I thought  so , the fo rmer

remains o f a family o f his fal len tanasienne

ownership du ring the events o f  603  NA.

The bu i lding was acqu ired by a weal thy since by-

came in search o f recogni t ion.

No t  o nly that  damned Kassandro s to o k

oppo rtuni ty to  give a feast  in my honor,

bu t  there are al l  invi ted Cymril , claiming that  in Vou-

Milk hear the budding friendship that  binds to  the former

advisor to  the king o f Kasmir, that  is to  say me!

Claiming a malaise, I was led to  calm and

the favor o f coming and go ing that  prevai led among the servants,

I found the t race o f seal  which discrete Shaladin

marked the locat ion o f a niche containing secret

ing the blue i ron comb. I'm no t  ecl ipsed

my request  remains carefu l ly avo iding my

host  that  I reserve my dog a dog.

2 nd day o f  Dro me 6 1 6  NA -  Kasmi r

We boarded the Pawn So lnar  fo r

Kasmir, the fi rst  step o f our learned assembly.

Captain m'al 'air  seriously, bu t  our guide,

Aériades named Tia Wo  u  blue seems a l i t t le

too  ext ravagant .  The tr ip went  smo othly

mishap. The fi rst  part  o f our  stay

begins in the ci ty o f Kasmir where concent rated es-

sent ial  business act ivi t ies and policies

my people. I think it  wil l  be necessary to  guide

my esteemed co l leagues in the meanderings o f  the ci ty,

to  reveal  their  myster ies and wonders o f our

cu l tu re ... however, I plan to  spend the last

Drôme Kasi r  days to  acknowledge my venerable

patriarch.

4 0 th day o f  Drome 61 6  NA -  Towers sealed

K a s i r

I enjoyed finding the ancient  tower and Family

my o ld father wi th whom I have the annoying habit  o f

chat t ing at  length about  our nomadic her i tage and the pract ice

tion of this language that  we find so  elegant. It

also  knows an infini te amount  o f  proverbs, which

are signs o f wisdom and the identi ty o f a people.

4 5 th day o f  Drome 61 6  NA -  To wers  sealed

K a s i r

I enjoyed my stay here to  glean info rma-

mation on Shaladin, the venerable founder  o f

the Order of  the Cryptomancie. It  i s especial ly during

discussions with the inf ini te wisdom well  what

My hono rable father ,  Aziz, I co mpleted my

knowledge on this legendary character .  Of

No t ice even magest rappes, was a Shaladin

Grandmaster  knows ancient  secrets:  he

died early in the New Age, f i f ty

years before the founding o f the Confederat ion .. .

Even fo r  magicians Towers seal  ed

Shaladin was someone special  and secret

discreet .  Al l  this makes my quest  more important

aunt ,  more exci t ing! Despi te the respect  and

confidence that  I bring to  my esteemed father, I dare

discuss wi th him the ho t  topic objects

Shaladin:  I prefer the su rprise o f her book assem-

BLER everything before him to  reveal  the ar t i fact .

4 9 th day o f  Drome 61 6  NA -  To wers  sealed

K a s i r

Our mission is leaving tomorrow for Astar:  i t  is

t ime fo r me to  jo in my co l l  eagues. My

father  wished me good road and insisted that

I take care o f me. In case o f t rouble, he strongly

stressed that  counters our family me

course open and I do  not  hesi tate to  go  there.

He handed me several  let ters o f exchange and introduct ion

t ion for  di fferent  personal i t ies he knows work-

to  the Seven Kingdoms, before me the t radi t ional

t ional  fo rm of  departu re.

I look fo rward to  seeing Anis,  my co l laborato r  Muse

retu rned with his family, bu t  I wonder i f  she

I agree to  reveal  the meaning of the repre-

floral  presentat ion on the box ... I am almost

ment  su re i t ' s Sylvester.

2 nd day o f  Jhang 61 6  -  Astar

We arrived yesterday in the heart  of the forest  fairy

America. The Committee made a stopover in the smal l  vi l lage

instal led near  the warehouses Dracartans.

We current ly reside in counter,  the pro sperous

Hospi tal i ty t h a t my F am i l y maintains h ere!

Disconcert ing is  the envy o f  privi lege-name

many cousins .. .  I' l l  have to  ask my

father how he managed the feat  o f s ' implan-

ter in Astar. Since our arrival , we are har-

Celes by the incessant  and annoying jokes

Wisps o f curiosi ty. Thei r presence is heartbreaking

one annoyance that  is in this l i t t le Eden talislan-

tain what  Astar .

1 4 th day o f  Jhang 6 1 6  -  Astar

We're done with the faci l i t ies o f

Foreigners Astar . Start ing tomo rro w, we wi l l

begin to  wander in the fo rests themselves

same. While we were retu rning from a visi t  to  a

smal l  communi ty museum nearby, I had the
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Anis fo rtune to  meet .  It  emanates from a

something far  more pro fo und and u nfatho mable that  there

first  appears. The intensi ty o f his gaze Green

gray presage a fo r t i tude unsuspected

in a creatu re so  frai l - looking and del icious.

She immediately agreed to  help me, before

I par t  company myster io u sly.

3 6 th day o f  Jhang 61 6  -  Astar

It ' s been three weeks that  Anis was overshadowed me

leaving a to tal  expectat io n. No body

seems to  know where to  find i t , o r want  to  tel l  me. I

seriously wonder i f  his friendship was no t

sham from the beginning .. .  wo uld she played me?

Bu t  to  what  end?  Maybe she covets my

disco  very?

4 6 th day o f  Jhang 6 16  NA -  Astar

She reappeared this morning, as suddenly

she was gone, and wi thou t  giving me any

explanat ion, withou t  a pictu re télempathique wi thou t

even a word o f his f l ighty Waterl i ly. She

taken to  a secluded glade near  a case

cade wi th co ld water  and exqu isi te.  Then, wi tho u t  understanding

what  she real ly wanted, she began

undress me, del icately, as i f  no t

m'effaroucher. Was i t  the qu iet  o f the place o r

Anise intoxicat ing beau ty to  look so  capt ivat ing?  I do

no t  say, bu t  I let  myself  do  wi thou t

sl ightest  apprehension, leaving the ground

my precious business wi thou t  the sl ightest  remorse.

Ho lding my hand she led me slowly under

the small  waterfal l  without  leaving me bright  eyes.

After  a moment that  seemed infini te,  she

brought  him to  shore at  the same pace and deposi ted on

my nose a wet  kiss.  Then she led me

before a large stone li f t ing three t imes my size

placed a few yards away at  the foo t  o f a large

oak bark spl i t .

I stayed a moment prohibi t s,  in the mono-

l i the which seemed to  fathom. Then I no t iced the

famil iar sign, the symbol  of Shaladin, carved out  of

stone. He had been there, only the second comb

should no t  be far o ff . I tu rned to

thank Anis, bu t  she was gone. What  aga-

Cante mania! The memo ries o f  mo ments o f  pleasu re

precedents had already been replaced this quest  insa-

tiable response to  this thirst  fo r discoveries

I l ike both o f my art  pract ice. After

some carefu l  research on the scene, I

disco vered the object  o f my lu st  simply nest led

the ho l low of the great  t ree, beneath a pi le o f leaves and

dried bark. I found mysel f  there, naked as

worm roo ts in the clearing, a big smi le

l ips, a red-ho t  i ron comb in hand.

When I retu rned to  the sho res o f Lake Zephyr

Anis wait ing, smil ing. She passed the bo ok

I came to  o ffer  him.

5 th day o f  Laéo l is  616  NA -  To r

I wonder  what  cou ld pass me by

head for agreeing to  part icipate in this expedit ion

t ion! And this Aériades o f doom that  keeps us

exto l ling the merits o f a part icular cuisine, one of these

Supporters annoying seeing the glass hal f

Fu ll  .. .  Since our arrival , I cou ld no t bear to

put  one foo t  ou tside, with the sti f l ing heat

and moist , these voracious insects that  cou ld foo l  me-

Droyer a single bite, too  painful, "said

that  i s  impaled.

Once again my pat ience i s so rely

test .  Umbo , the Master  o f  the ri tes o f my knowledge

growth was absent  from the ci ty-hal l  since Tor

more than a week. A group o f nameless carried

kills his ri te o f passage in the heart  of the jungles of Taz

a few days later. At  the end of this series

trials, which aims to  judge the value o f

Goodfel las reached the age o f reason, just  eight

years, they are al lowed to  give a name. The Master

rites, a real  memory of his clan, is responsible

to  tat too  the names and any developments on arms

the skin o f  each you ng Freed.

10 th day o f  Laéo l is  616  NA -  To r

For  a few days I stayed locked and i t

can no t  last . I started making yesterday

a garment  that  screen act ing,

while reinforcing the feel  ing o f wetness

oppressive, proves i t s effect iveness against

huge nat ive insects. I wil l  do  the same fo r

my companions in misfo rtune this evening, after  the

maintenance requ i red to  wri te the report  with

Ax, the monarch and members o f  his staff

Staff  who  serve in government .

11 th day o f  Laéo l is  616  NA -  To r

I look fo rward to  seeing this o ld guy from We ... Umbo

We met  at  a diplomat ic mission

Djaffer t ick, a few years ago . He and some

soldiers in his uni t  I had been designated as

escort  fo r the du rat ion o f  my mission. We

learned to  appreciate our differences. Our

misadventu res in the wi lds o f  Zaran have

certainly been important  in this approximat ion

ment . Umbo  me even learned to  recognize

tat toos to  dist ingu ish the grades and

Corps in i ts  people. I have mo re

later  reproduced in my book.

We also  extensively discussed the par t icu lar

taziennes lari t ies in the pract ice o f low and talislan

many co nt r ibu t ions made by this Go o dfel las

language. This is also  me that  these discussions

convinced o f the need to  devo te an ent ire book,

even more to  the study o f  specific languages

and l angu ages.

15 th day o f  Laéo l is  616  NA -  To r

Umbo is back . .. As I suspected, he pretends
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interest  in the book, certainly not  fo r me

to  hurt , bu t  we st i l l  celebrated

our reunion in front  o f a glass.

I went  straight  to  the po int  and showed him the part  o f

box which i s  reproduced on logogram tazien. But

To  my su rprise and disappo intment ,  said Umbo

no  knowledge o f  this symbol . He re-

seems to  tat toos worn by his people, bu t

this one seems to  match anything. He promised

learn from i t s cou nterparts in o ther

co mmunit ies,  bu t  there is  no t  mu ch to  hoped-

rer that  side according to  him.

I f ind mysel  f  once again in a

dead ...  Bu t  I know from experience that  su ccess

in any quest , as in the work, is main-

palement  a mat ter o f stubbornness.

18 th day o f  Laéo l is  616  NA -  To r

It  has been two  days and one night  I almost

ment  closed my eyes ...  I asked what  does q'on

bo ther  me in any way. They al l  need me

taken fo r  a foo l . Regardless, I need

peace and qu iet  to  think. These neighborhoods

Spartans have a calming effect  on me. Small

slo t -shaped openings o ffer  me enough

l ight  to  move aro und and l ight  a lamp

to  cont inue my work when night  fal ls . His

glow is hypnot ic dance o f  shadows .. . Eu reka!

I just  retu rned, breathless, the path

round, the highest  point  o f the fo rtress. What

foo l! It  is a shadow ...  The symbol

certainly the shadow of  a peak, the highest  peak

overlooking the ci ty, separat ing the jungle o f Taz

swampy lands far ther sou th cal led

M o  g.

28 th day o f  Laéo l is  616  NA -  To r

With Umbo  and my statu s as an invest igato r-man

dated by the Council , I had access to  state-cards

Majo r  nearby, some shipping reports

Goodfel las and the most  recent  statements geographical

cal  drawn by car tographers f rom the Gno mes

NA 607 . By combining these sou rces wi th the logogram,

I co u ld co mplete the info rmat ion encrypted

Shaladin. I f inal ly concluded that  the design was

more o r less a reproduction o f a specific region

so u th-west  o f  To r, acro ss the mo untains

Cinnabar , in the marshy areas o f  Mog.

The shadow that  crosses the axial  pat tern is that  pro-

thro ws the most  impressive peaks o f the mountainous chain

careful ly at  the zeni th o f the Suns. Along the axis of this

shadow, I get  to  where Shaladin wil l  prob-

ably concealed one o f his o bjects.

Using Umbo , I extended my pat terns on

maps o f the area. He agreed to  arrange a

shipment . According to  statements gnomes, a passage

underworld, the abyss ju st  a few days Zark

walk start ing Tor is the shortest

GAINST way to  access object ive. Acco rding to

Umbo  est imates,  i t  takes between twenty and

twenty-five days to  make the round trip and four-

dri l lage area. I managed, no t  without  difficu l ty, to

convince my mates to  let  me leave

Tor, withou t  specifying the purpose o f the expedit ion

t ion. With the help my friend, the shipment  is late

ready and we leave tomorrow .. .

33 rd day o f  Laéo l is  61 6  N A -  Somewhere

i n  t he  Mo g

It  has been five days since we walk

to wards the abyss o f Zark, pushing us ever

in this host i le jungle. Despite sect ion

o f  Goodfel las and Umbo  who  serve me escort  them

condit ions are appal l ing. Yesterday, one o f them

even disappeared during his to  u r  o f du ty . ..  The

Others speak o f  a fearsome predato r:  an o ld

exomorphe o f  co lossal  statu re, smart  enough

to  ou twit  the vigi lance o f my guards.

35 th day o f  Laéo l is  6 16  NA -  So mewhere

i n  t he  Mo g

Freed a second lost  in an area o f

qu icksand. We found the remains

of an ancient  ci ty.  The ru ins are arranged in

a broad trough draining the many

st reams and waterfal l s that  f low from the mountains

breathtaking surroundings to  fo rm a lake i t -

dark under the mountains:  the abyss o f Zark.

Unfortunately, I cont racted a powerfu l

fever  gene my discernment  Umbo  think

it  is the fever swamps. This calami ty and

actual  losses we have endu red, have

Umbo  decided to  tu rn back to  Tor , despi te

my pro tes t s!

47 th day o f  Laéo l is  616  NA -  To r

The fever  was deeply weakened. Undo ubtedly

Umbo made the r ight  cho ice. Whereas the viru lence o f the

disease, I'd probably be dead by now

is i f  we did no t  return. However,  I am fu rious

my heal th is the cause o f our fai lu re:  we

were only three o r four days o f o rder! I

wil l  no t  have t ime to  mount  a second experi -

dit ion, the fact-finding mission in a few restarts

Vardune days. I must  come again

Taz before to  o rganize a new mission

research.

5 th day o f  Phand 6 1 6  NA -  Vashay

Vashay is almost  as enjoyable qu 'Astar, the difference

ence i s significant  that  the popu lat ion is much

much more indust r ious than the Muses, which

is not difficult . I spent the entire journey

to  the capi tal  in my arboreal  Vardune

cab. I wanted to  verify my findings for obvious-

ter subsequent  problems. The front  featu res the viri -

dia styl ized reveals no  o ther inscript ion than the tree

symbolic at  f i rst . This is a job

prodigious a remarkable tho roughness. Some

parts o f the route have t iny inscript ions

t ions al lowing to  co l lect  the connoisseur 's  my-

1 4 4
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wise hidden: "The first  holds the keys to the past, and

the last  ones of the fu ture. " I hope that both

Instead, the meaning o f this phrase becomes clearer with

Using this Tri-o ld Kreen. I wonder i f  he has

abandoned his post  as minister in the counci l

Aériades green.

8 th day o f  P hand 6 16  NA -  Vashay

I feel  a l i t t le ashamed I did no t  have

pat ience to  endure the courtesies and I cou ld

help lead my friend away fo r

quest ion. But  in vain ... In contrast , Tri-Kreen

clearly been del ighted wi th my at tent ion and took

great  pleasu re to  browse Language and languages

Talislanta ", specifically the section on his

people. That , and interrupted his reading, he go t

stopped and resumed aloud the passage in which he was

quest ion o f  the sacred runes engraved on the First

Tree. It  perfectly fi ts the definit ion

contained in the first  part  o f the puzzle. Rest

to get an idea of what constitutes the "final".

1 5 th day o f  P hand 61 6  NA -  Vashay

After  several  exchanges and many

reflect ions, we agreed that the term "der-

deny "would return to  Bower's last  f l ight,

the last  remains of Aériades a large Viridia

so l i taire set  in the wi ld woods beyond

cropland. We went  there. Kreen-

Sort  crouched in front  o f  the ancest ral  t ree and

sang a mel  odious song in honor  o f

natu re spir i ts. The roo ts were discarded dream

Lant  a small  cavi ty, l ike a terrier, containing

ing the remains o f a box o f which only the

opening mechani sm wi th a ro d

metal  f ins.

3 rd day o f  Tal i sandre 61 6  NA -  Durn

This jou rney Durn me happy. We arr ived

Later in the evening yesterday and I did Ana prevent  ero -

biosis o f our presence in the underground ci ty. The

to rments o f the past  we have o ften o ppo sed, bu t

I think the joy o f reunion is as much

shared by Terra Girl . Old memories,

When I was ambassado r  to  Du rn, I su b-

Mergent  sometimes. Ana was in the pr ime of l i fe and

Despite his apparent  calm, the fi rst  counselo r

matr iarch o f the queen was no t  in his language

pocket ,  and knew when to  be tough to  save

keep tradi t ions and cul ture durnèse. Here i t  is

ahead . . .

11 th day o f  Tal i sandre 6 16  NA -  Du rn

Ana and I have discussed at  length in the past .

It  made me very pleased and I cou ld no t  get

so lve a new Rudeness After  . . .

few hours o f discussion o f po l i t ical ,

we discussed the topic that  concerns me in this

t ime. She has led the board o f basements

Durn:  specifical ly records dat ing from 6 07

NA Tunnel rock area, which I had done

mention in the let ter announcing our arrival . I would

I explained my theory. I assumed the existence

a passage no t l isted. I o ffered to

discuss the precise locat ion against a crystal  that

we would have been l ikely to  find. I had to

say mo re abo u t  my pro ject  fo r  Legacy,

but  I'm no t  su re I bel ieve.

Once alone, I have extensively studied the map. I

reproduced and superimposed on i t  the exact  rou te o f

crystal  shown in the box. Everything fal ls!

The st range inscript ion box Shaladin repro-

duced well  the port ion o f  the network o f  the Great

Ro ad that  su rro u nds Tu nnel ro ck, bu t  co mpared

Gnomes cards, there appears in fact  an

addit ional .

1 9 th day o f  Tal i sandre 6 16  NA -  Du rn

Ana f inal ly go t  the necessary permissions

sary wi th the Matr iarch and was al located

some guards in poo r  gno  mes

surprise.

2 0 th day o f  Tal i sandre 6 16  NA -  Tu nnel rock

We reached the central  fo r tress o f

Gnomes who  cont ro l  the l abyrinth t rapped

Tunnel rock, su rface access to  the underground ci ty.

We are more than ten ki l  o -

meters from the place designated by Shaladin.

2 1st  day o f  Tal i sandre 616  NA -  su rro undings

Tu nne l r o ck

A few hou rs o f  walking we have enough to

reach the intersect ion. After a long inspect ion

wall , under  a bright  l ight  which upset  the

Gnomes, I spo t ted the sign on one o f Shaladin

retaining walls that  keeps the cei l ing and I

actuated mechanism. The meet ing o f  Gnome has

was visibly shocked and happy at  the idea o f

discover a par t  o f  the network no t  l i sted on

none o f  thei r  cards. Guards have insu rance

res that  there was no  threat , nor in the corridor

nor in the great  room, before let t ing me enter. The

room is a real  source o f natu ral crystals.

But  the most  interest ing, in my opinion, is the im-

mense i ridescent  mul t ico lo red crystal  throne

a stalagmite. Bu t  I do  no t  real ly expect

that  I could see the size o f the box Shaladin

and he at t r ibu tes to  the crystal  size on vel lum only

not  correspond at  al l  with the immensi ty o f the crystals

tal  i tself .

2 2nd day o f  Tal i sandre 6 16  NA -  su rroundings

Tu nne l r o ck

I reached the only conclusion to  be drawn.

When Shaladin designed the box, the crystal  i s pos-

sédai t  not  i ts present  dimensions:  o f course

Like most  l iving crystal , no  inter-

broken i t s growth! So  here I am faced wi th a

obstacle he will  have to  find a tai lor crystal

1 4 5
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jurisdiction to  obtain a su i table room for

shapes, sizes and dimensions consistent  with indica-

t io ns Shaladin.

2 5 th day o f  Tal i sandre 6 16  NA -  Du rn

New unexpected o bstacle.  After an ini t ial

Inspect ion o f  the cave and crystal ,  Gnomes have

made discoveries and patrons have placed al l

the area under mil i tary contro l  o f Durn. I was

poli tely bu t  f i rmly escorted into  the ci ty

groundwater. Of what  was fil tered, the crystal l i fet ime, they

consider one o f the Tears o f Terra, is

an unknown type:  this had the consequence o f

shed some disorder in the church and cr ies-

tal lo manciens.

2 7 th day o f  Tal i sandre 6 16  NA -  Du rn

I was received by the Matr iarch. As I

expected, I am no t  allowed to  retrieve the crystals

tal , o r  even a f ragment  large enough to  meet

my needs, before detai led studies do

are condu cted by cr istal lo manciens abou t  the

exact  natu re o f the crystal .  This can take

month! I st i l l  was warmly thanked

for contr ibu t ing to  the completeness o f  plans

network. It  makes me look good!

5 th day o f  Zar  6 16  NA -  Sindar ,  Nankar .

Here we are above the Sindar  and i ts  famo us

mesas. Last leg o f the t r ip ... I am very

enthusiast ic.  During our  regu lar co rrespondence

recent  mo nths, my fr iend Seno j  Anaidni  a

sindaran bri l l iant  archaeo logist  has unearthed a tomb

I had suggested to  him through the si te

the data o n the bo x.

6 th day o f  Zar  61 6  NA -  Nankar

Despi te my desire to  go  faster

to  To rdan, where the yard, I was overwhelmed

through documentat ion and i tems to  check and

decrypt  on behal f  o f  the FFM .. .

And they say that  Kasmirans have the taste o f the secret!

What  abo u t  Sindarans in this case?

2 3 rd day o f  Zar  6 16  NA -  Nank ar

This morning I received ano ther missive Seno j :

he completed the o pening and explorat ion o f  the tomb and

sent  me an ini tial  l ist  of objects

i t  contained, with their accurate descript ions. Of

his expert  opinion, i t  wil l  st i l l  count  some

days to  be su re no thing was missed and that  by-

come to  reconstruct  the puzzle o f fragmented objects

tees. However, I do  no t  think the piece that  invi te me-

terested is  broken.

3 6 th day o f  Zar  6 1 6  NA -  Nankar

The mail  I received this morning made me jump.

Seno j  has compi led a l i st  o f i tems! The des-

descript ion o f one o f them is related to

concerned wi th what  i ts  cal led Shaladin vel lums:

"Cusp iridescent. This is a circular disc-end

lar an i r idescent  metal  pierced with mult iple ho les

over i ts ent ire su rface. I gnaw my brake cou ld no t-

see me go  immediately on the spo t  .. .

39 th day o f  Zar  616  NA -  Nank ar

Final ly! The work and studies I had

to  accomplish the mission completed ... There are official

Time to  resume my quest .  I to ld my

companions o f  my absence fo r  a few days

t ime of go ing to  and retu rning Tordan ... I

sent  a message to  announce my Seno  j

c o m e .

Day 4 2  Zar  6 1 6  NA -  To rdan

Senoj  Anaidni  left  me a message at  stat ion

hél iophorique. He asked me to  jo in him on

the excavat ion si te.

45 th day o f  Zar  61 6  NA -  To rdan

Huge disappo intment! I thought  that  recover

Shaladin precious object , I f ind mysel f  confronted

a new deadline! The Sindarane which finances

Research Seno j  and owns the l and where

prepare the si te, requested that  the objects

there had been found him to  be brought . Avid co l lecto r

t ionneuse l ike al l  her people, she

expects to  find a missing element  in the pre-

cieuse co l lect ion! I thought  the meeting bu t

has no t  deigned to  receive me home .. .  Making

"Cons Fortuna bad, good heart" as they say

Saristas these thieves, I suggested we see

elsewhere:  i t  proposed a hostel  in the district

Aliens of  the Acropo lis ...
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