Since the Yahoogroups site for the Tal list is down today, and I read the list through the web, I've got no Tal fix for today. So to pass the hours, allow me to present:

Counting the Hours

A comprehensive list of every known (and rumored) magical hourglass in the world of Talislanta.

A list compiled at the request of Sinta the Collector

Backwards Hourglass - This hourglass runs backwards, but otherwise keeps good time. A magical curiosity from Cymril.

Demon Hourglass - An amberglass device used to hold demons.

Lozak's Hourglas - This hourglass was created by Lozak late in his career. Each of the upper and lower globes of this large, ornate device contains an irridescent fish. As the water runs from top to bottom, the top fish becomes smaller, and the bottom fish becomes larger. When the glass finishes running, only a single fish egg remains in the top, while the bottom is almost completely filled with an adult fish. When you turn it over, the opposite happens.

Deedle's Everfull Hourglass - This hourglass appears never to run out, thanks to a simple illusion.

'Egg Timer' Hourglass - Turn one of these over while you're boiling an egg, and it will finish running exactly as the egg is perfect to eat.

Legendary Hourglass - This hourglass, common in certain Sarista tales, is linked to its owner and measures out the moments of her or her life, completing its run when the owner dies. Turning the glass over does not reverse the flow of sand. There is rumored to be one of these that reverses when it is turned over. So long as the glass continues to run, its owner has effective immortality.

Looking Glass - The globes of this hourglass act as magical lenses. Looking through them allows you to see a person as they were when they were young, or as they will be when they're old. Combined with a mirror, this glass makes a favorite of old magicians, wistful of their lost youth.

An hourglass that sings.

Nymph's Hourglass - This hourglass is actually a nymph created for the pleasures of an ancient Archean Prince. By day, it is a fine silver hourglass. By night, it is a beautiful nymph. The prince who created it was rumored to have certain odd tastes, so a night with this creature is not guaranteed to be pleasurable to all.

Doomsday Hourglass - This large, finely crafted device was intended to count out the years in existence, grain by grain. When the last grain fell, it was to mark the end of the world. The glass was irreprably cracked, possibly during the great disaster. Some say this is a very fortunate event, as none should know the date of the end of the world. Others say it still works fine and that it is the world that has been damaged in such a way as to no longer have a natural end.

Hourglass Bomb - Created by a group of thaumaturges in an an effort to create a new, more powerful hurlant ammunition to use against land arks, this device holds two powerful magical substances in suspension. When they mix, the results are catastrophic. The device proved so destructive and difficult to handle that only a few were every made.

The Universal Hourglass - Certain cosmological texts found in the library at Cabal Magicus claim that the universe is an hourglass with reality at it thinnest point, suspended between being and non-being. This hourglass is not, in principle, collectible, and is included in this list only for completeness.

Cheater's Hourglass - This hourglass is created to enable its user to cheat at Karst, a timed dice game popular in the Zanth.

Timelock Hourglass - This hourglass is built into the latch of a door. When the latch is turned, the door may not be opened again until the hourglass runs out. The Kasmiran trapmage who perfected this design enjoyed a great deal of popularity until a particularly determined theif circumvented one of these locks by turning the entire safe upside down.

Have a great day!

Ork
