Xambrian Discussions:  Part 50
Stacy Stroud wonders why the Batman archetype is an example of what I *don't* want in a Xambrian, and suggests that he is the perfect inspiration for a Xambrian PC.

I think my problem is that, while you can question whether Batman is taking his obsession too far, for the most part he is still "noble and heroic," and the actions he takes in fighting crime are for the most part condoned (and cheered by audiences everywhere).  I don't think the Xambrians (as a race) are noble and heroic, and I think their actions are very often things that wouldn't be condoned by the public at large.  I think it's likely that the Xambrians, in their obsessive quest for revenge, are doing some pretty twisted, immoral things (slaughtering innocents, perhaps sacrificing boon companions for the good of their quest, etc, etc.)  Batman would be a good archetype for my view of the typical Xambrian if he were willing to sacrifice Robin to further his fight against crime.  Or kill an innocent woman because she's sheltering a vicious criminal.

Basically it's a matter of degree -- Batman just isn't obsessed enough and twisted enough to truly represent the Xambrians.  In my reading of the Tal books, there IS an element of Batman in the Xambrians, but there's an equally strong element of the Spanish Inquisition.

Stacy makes the good point that a Xambrian PC -- or any PC -- probably should fit the noble and heroic description on some level, and I think she's right.  A Xambrian PC should have a LOT more Batman than Inquisitor in him. 

I know I like to play a lot of my PCs with a certain amount of sleaziness or "surface evil" in them, but I also like them all to be Deep Down Inside A Pretty Good Guy.

That's PCs though.  For the race as a whole, I think we should be seeing a lot less Batman and a lot more Inquisitor than we would in a PC.  While there would certainly be some heroic ones, I think the Xambrians would make really great villains in a scenario, and most of the race would fall into that kind of disturbing moral middle ground between the two.  The influence of Omen might even make most of them tend toward "darker"  and ignoble behavior.

A Xambrian with a "Robin" is a great idea.  Elric and Moonglum might also provide some inspiration.  It'd be a nice change -- I guess I'm just a little overloaded by all the Lone Wolf Xambrian Heroic Avenger PCs running around out there in role-playing land.
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