Xambrian Discussions:  Part 49
At 11:37 AM 6/24/97 -0400, Dennis Bumb wrote (Re Xambrians):

> But Matthew has developed a great viewpoint on the Xambrians and Omen:  that they > are actually a gentle and artistic people that have been twisted into their present form    > by a supernatural agency blinded by grief and a lust for vengeance.  Perfect!  Now       > we're talking something interesting.  Now we're talking about the morality of revenge.  > While the heroic avenger is certainly a staple of the modern age (look at just about any > Clint Eastwood movie, or any of a thousand comic books), there's something to be said > for just moving on.  Sometimes the more difficult and more heroic act is to let go of     > your hatred, let go of your grief, and build again.  Thirsting for revenge is often the act > of a lesser person.

and:

> If we continue to view them as noble, heroic, and basically a swords-and-sorcery         > version of Batman then count me out.

I agree that one should not downplay the tragic and even morally questionable aspects of the Xambrians' obsession with revenge to the exclusion of rebuilding what they once had, but I wonder why you would use the Batman archetype as an example of what you *don't* want.

To me Batman would be the perfect inspiration for a Xambrian PC -- *and* would meet your expectations.

True, Batman is generally regarded as "heroic and noble."  However, when all is said and done, a Xambrian *PC* -- or any PC -- probably should fit that description on some level.  (That's a big IMHO, and I'm certain folks could offer examples of beloved PCs that don't fit that archetype.)

More importantly, though, the Batman archetype offers just what you describe -- someone who *just won't let go*, who is obsessed with his "holy mission" to the exclusion of living a normal life.  Much has been made of that in the various media portrayals of the character, especially in recent years.  And unlike some versions of the Xambrians I've seen suggested here (whose relentless quest is almost entirely the result of Omen's influence), Bruce Wayne's obsession is *internal*.  It's pretty likely that his parents would *not* approve of what he has made of his life, all in their memory.  Even those who work with him (Alfred, Dick, Tim) are nowadays portrayed as finding the intensity of his dedication a little unsettling.  There is a tragedy to the character, even as we admire him for being *willing* to set aside the life he could have had in order to insure that others can live normally.

Hey, now there's an unusual thought for a PC pair -- a Xambrian with a "Robin" (not necessarily another Xambrian).  Or a Xambrian with an "Alfred," especially the currently popular quietly-put-upon-and-gently-sarcastic Alfred.

("Mad?  You, sir?  Perish the thought!  Oh, by the way, I've pressed your tights and put away your gas bombs."  -- quite possibly the best line from the *best* recent Batman movie, _Mask of the Phantasm_.)
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