Xambrian Discussions:  Part 44
Matt wrote:

> Omen would not want/allow Xambrians to evolve past their current point, it has spent a > great deal of time honing them to a fine point of ruthlessness.  It wouldn't want them    > reviving their social, musical and artistic roots,  it would just detract from the current   > task.

/.../

> While I’m at it... what culture? -Go-out-and-kill-the-bad guys- is the ole purpose and     > driving core of their existence.  They no longer possess song, or dance, they discourage > family ties (even in the Gatherum scenario) and promote a solitary existence focused on > a single goal.  They have a -history- not a culture.  They respect and study a dead         > culture, burned away long ago in the fire-pits.  They are no longer artists and peaceful  > mystics. What they are doing now is attempting to avenge that death, not re-build what > was lost.

There's one point in all this that doesn't fit with my view of the Xambrians.  I've always thought that they still have a strong artistic trait.  Not like the Bodorians, Mandalans or Muses who devote themselves to it, but it's there all the same - because it's necessary to them.

Art, music, poetry etc is not all about exploring artistic possibilities and perfecting skills; it also has a lot to do with expressing things, sometimes even channeling an inner urge. You're not a good poet just because you can handle the rhymes and the meter, you also got to have something to say.

It's also no coincidence that art in different forms thrive in oppressed cultures, among misfortunate individuals etc.  I'm not saying that an unhappy childhood is a prerequisite for artistic talents, but it builds strong emotions.

When you try to express such emotions - and if you're skilled enough – the result can go beyond a mere skilled performance.  It moves people.  I don't know who first said "all really good music is aimed at the groin" i.e. it affects more than the brain, but the phrase has some merit (at least it had before my lousy translation ruined it).  You don't have to be unhappy of course; but if you really burn for something, that strength of emotion carries through in one way or another.  It's not skill only that made Jimi Hendrix, W A Mozart, Jim Morrison, Kurt Cobain, Jaco Pastorius etc the legends they are.

So, what's all this got to do with Xambrians?  They, if any, burn for something.  And in their case, art's therapeutic function is very much relevant.  A lot of their time in solitude is most likely spent trying to deal with their situation.  They are tormented souls and would go crazy unless they had a chance to let it out sometimes.  Given their artistic

traditions they are most likely to express their pain through poetry, music etc.  Why wouldn't they make up a poem or two by the campfire?

This doesn't have to contradict what's been said on their social situation.  There are lots of examples of great artists who led destructive lives.  As for Omen's not encouraging this, I don't think he/she/it could stop it.  I don't even think he/she/it would want to stop it, since it's essentially part of making the Xambrians efficient tools.  If they can't handle their situation, they are ill equipped to go around fighting Reincarnators.

Sorry that it took me some length to express the simple opinion that Xambrians are still an artistic race.  I can't find the precise words to express my thoughts briefly in English. Also, I'm very aware that my accounts of the nature of art is both simplified and in several ways unfair.  I emphasized a side of it that's relevant to Xambrians, but in no way presume that it covers art in general.

Ben

--- 
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