Xambrian Discussions:  Part 31
On a general note, there are already Runeswords out there, see the Archaen Codex pg. 120 for -Archaen Runeswords.-   "Spiritblades" is a better name anyway.

_________________________

There are two reasons why I don't think this would happen.  A)  Reincarnators are extremely dangerous opponents.  They do not roll over and die when Hunters show up, regardless of the neat-o gear those Hunters are carrying.  The Spiritblade gives the Hunters a *chance*, not certain victory.

Something needs clarification here;  How exactly do Reincarnators differ from normal spirits..  SMS stated that, “4. I see Reincarnators as spirit forms protected by a black magical "aura" or "ward" (for want of a better term) bestowed on them by Zahur. 

This aura/ward keeps Reincarnators from passing on to the next world and the final judgment that awaits them.  Remove this aura and they revert to common spirit forms; hello Death, adios Reincarnator."

Where I was under the impression that Reincarnators were simply spirits invested with such power that they were able to break the "normal" routine of Death (be it reincarnation, an afterlife, whatever) and return as in a new body while still retaining their memories and abilities.  Major spirits such as those of Hotan, Xanadas and those of 

the powerful Quaran Sorcerer Kings and to a lesser extent the whole Ariane, and Manadalan  races could do this (basing these ideas on some pretty basic Buddhist dogma).   

Killing the body wasn't enough to kill them as they would simply find the nearest 'new' body and move in.  Only destroying the spirit in direct magical/spiritual combat could destroy (or weaken) it enough to be drawn into the realms of Death.  (allowing other races a crack at them - I don't like the idea of only Xambrians being allowed to destroy Reincarnators)  The 'spiritswords' attacked the spirit of a body directly, and could destroy it outright; no afterlife, no reincarnation - nothing except oblivion and non-existence. This is the way it has worked in my campaigns and will continue to work.  

If this isn't the case, then how do spirits like Hotan differ from 'evil' Reincarnators?

>>B) Omen is not in a big freakin' hurry

this depends on your interpretation of Omen.

>>. The blade is only empowered to eliminate a single, specific Torquaran Reincarnator. It can't be used on everything in sight, not can it kill multiple Reincarnators in a single hunt (I'd really like to see the Xambrian that's capable of such a feat!).

This is the second thing that needs clarification.  I thought Torquarans where a segment of the Rajan Nihilist Cult - what is their relation to the ancient Quarans?  Besides worship.  Not every one can be a Reincarnator (though members of the upper echelons could be)

>>I think SMS already cleared this up in his Spiritblade posts, but I'll touch on it again. The Spiritblade is empowered to effect a single, specific Reincarnator.  It has no effect on souls not cloaked in Zahur's black-magics.  The weapon does not destroy souls, rather it destroys the magics that allow Reincarnators to cheat Death in the Underworld. 

Makes them kind of dull for role play doesn't it?  I still prefer the rare magical item approach where these items are difficult to get a hold of and even harder to hold on to. 

>>Hmmm.  Well, I could answer "How does the spiritblade differentiate between normal souls and Reincarnators?" in several ways. 

>> It's magical, and magic can do that kind of thing

Run everyone!  It’s the old AD&D excuse!

>> Because Reincarnators are very unlike normal spirits in several ways, which make it easy to distinguish them.  There are no “good” Reincarnators, so there's no need to worry.
Hotan, Xanadas, the Ariane mystics, the Mandalan Mystics, the Xanadasians, etc etc....

>> Because I made it up, and I say it can do that

I was only voicing an opinion.  I dislike these swords for a number of reasons, none of which have been sufficiently cleared up for me to allow them into my campaigns, especially as starting equipment for my players.  If you, or any one else chooses to do so then don't let me stop you. 

_____________________________________________________________

"The acceptance of corporatism causes us to deny and undermine the legitimacy of the individual as citizen in a democracy."    

                                          Matthew Webber

                http://www.geocities.com/Area51/Cavern/2295/ 
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