Xambrian Discussions:  Part 25

Matthew Webber wrote:

>> I wholeheartedly, completely and without hesitation DO NOT recommend something like this to be given out to Players in their starting equipment or even make it a common artifact.  There are a number of reasons for this <<

I'll address each point separately.

>> 1)  After a few hundred years of bumping off Reincarnators, there wouldn't be any left.  [snip] In the hands of a few very powerful Xambrians the whole cultural quest could be over in a few years! <<

There are two reasons why I don't think this would happen.  

A) Reincarnators are extremely dangerous opponents.  They do not roll over and die when Hunters show up, regardless of the neat-o gear those Hunters are carrying.  The Spiritblade gives the Hunters a *chance*, not certain victory.

B)  Omen is not in a big freakin' hurry.  The blade is only empowered to eliminate a single, specific Torquaran Reincarnator.  It can't be used on everything in sight, not can it kill multiple Reincarnators in a single hunt (I'd really like to see the Xambrian that's capable of such a feat!).

>> 2)  You're really going to piss off the Ariane, the Mandalan, and the Xanadasians, any other race that believes in reincarnation and likely any religion that believes in a soul. <<

I think SMS already cleared this up in his Spiritblade posts, but I'll touch on it again.  The Spiritblade is empowered to effect a single, specific Reincarnator.  It has no effect on souls not cloaked in Zahur's black-magics.  The weapon does not destroy souls, rather it destroys the magics that allow Reincarnators to cheat Death in the Underworld. 

>> 3)  Before anyone argues that these things could be tuned only to -annihilate-  Reincarnators , first re-read  1) and then answer the question "What's the difference between a Reincarnator and an Incarnator?" [snip]  How are you going to differentiate  between the good and the bad, the souls of common people, yours and mine? <<

Hmmm.  Well, I could answer "How does the spiritblade differentiate between normal souls and Reincarnators?" in several ways. 

"It's magical, and magic can do that kind of thing."

"Because Reincarnators are very unlike normal spirits in several ways, which make it easy to distinguish them.  There are no "good" Reincarnators, so there's no need to worry."

"Because I made it up, and I say it can do that."

Anyway, I think SMS's clarification on what the magics of the blade actually do clears up this problem.

--- J
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