Xambrian Discussions:  Part 10

Hey gang,

All this talk about Xambrians is causing me to salivate.  You see, like most of you, I think, I count Xambrians among my all-time favorite Tal archetypes.  At the same time, I really can't contribute anything of substance that's 'new' to the thread until my school ends next Friday.  Still, I thought that some of you may enjoy the following which contains some words about Xambrians our beloved SMS, the ever-busy but hopefully

still in lurk-mode Gazza, and yours truly, had to say about Xambrians around this same time last year.  Funny that way.  I certainly hope that they don't mind that I'm sending this stuff.  And for those of you who are being subjected to some of this a second time around, I apologize.  To others, remember, as with the reruns of your favorite TV shows this summer, it isn't a "rerun" if you haven't seen it before.  So without further introductions...

I once wrote:

Recently I've been pondering the Xambrian-Torquaran connection and all its implications.  I'd like to clarify the situation but haven't decided on all the details just yet. Here are some of my questions, thoughts, and notes:

How do Xambrians detect reincarnated Torquarans?  The ancestral spirits of the Xambrians seem to have the ability to do this; exactly how, I'm not yet sure.

To which our beloved SMS wrote:

How do Torquarans avoid detection?  Magical means probably.  This would make evasion/detection a kind of cat-and-mouse game between Xambrian and Torquaran spiritforms.

Reincarnated Torquarans vs. Reincarnators.  My impression is that the spiritforms of "average" Torquarans reincarnate in a pretty much random manner.  Reincarnators are far more powerful, and seem to be able to choose the nature of their next incarnations (and perhaps also the specific identity of same).

This is some stuff Gazza and I knocked around that I compiled into a sort of Xambrian quilt!  Sorry if it seems a bit scattered--read on!  You may find it interesting!

A thought I've been having recently is if the black savants are diabolists, then they are going to be anti-Zahur and anti-demon, so they are definitely going to be anti-Quaranian (who consorted with both Zahur and demons), and so would 'help' the Xambrians to destroy reincarnating Torquar spirits if they could!?  Could it be the black savant necromages who are controlling the ancestral spirits of the Xambrians, and manipulating them to hunt down the Torquarans?  Just an idea...

The Black Savants were always my favorite race in Tal.  The fact that not much is known about them, and they seemed to know more than they we're telling, makes them a great tool for a GM.  I wanted them to be pretty central in my campaign, and set about figuring out exactly what they DID know, and what their actions in the past were.  Well, here is my 'history according to the Black Savants'.  Remember this is their view of things, so is likely to be biased and not necessary the whole truth....

You're right, the (Tor)Quaranians were diabolists, BUT Drax was the son of Zahur, the renegade and outcast shaitan, and they also consorted with demons, who the other shaitan absolutely hate.  So its not very likely that any shaitan other than Zahur would aid the Torquar at all.  In fact considering they are consorting with both Zahur (who is presumably the one that supplies all their diabolic power) AND demons, wouldn't the other shaitan actually work against them?  And who work for the other shaitan....?

Now I have another question.  Where did you get the info on Drax???  Also, what do you think of Xambrians with Invocation spells?  Some of the spells could be of particular use to them, especially given the way you (and now me :}) are think of Xambrians these days... what do you think?

The info on Drax (and his understudy Narishna), is in both the Sorcerer's Guide and the Archaen codex, in the sections about mages of the forgotten age.  In fact, it just so happens that I have a copy of the Sorcerer's Guide with me...

It says this about Drax...

"Reputed to have been sired by the rebel shaitan, Zahur...formulated the basic principles of black magic, which Drax derived from the forbidden teachings of Zahur himself...The intervention of Diabolus himself...brought Drax's reign to an end"

and about Narishna it says...

"...the black wizard consorted with the rebel shaitan, Zahur...traditionalist Diabolists hold him in contempt for his dealings with Zahur...extremists...claim that Narishna's downfall.. was orchestrated by Diabolus himself."

There, that kinda supports what I said.

Since I don't have a copy of the Third Edition (and it seems to be out of print now!) I'm not really sure which spells are the Invocation ones!?  Are they the ones that priests get, with the spells from the 2nd edition “cult rituals” skill (banish, absolution, bless, faith healing)?  If so this doesn't seem appropriate for Xambrians since they don't really follow any religion (apart from Ancestor Worship, maybe), and those spells are meant to have some sponsoring deity???  Although having spells which affect extra-dimensional entities I guess would be pretty useful for them...

Exactly.  I am directly referring to those spells which affect extra-dimensional entities such as banish and maybe divination (I always thought this spell needed some sort of extra-dimensional sponsor anyway).  And about the Xambrian religion idea, why can't Ancestor Worship be considered a religion, thus allowing for the spell "bless".  Maybe I'm running away with myself here (I just woke up), but do you think that Necromantic spell "contact lower plane" is more appropriate?

Depends what you intend to use it for.  The idea was that the Xambrians are being manipulated by the Shaitan (through the black savants) who are controlling the Ancestral Spirits, who in turn 'control' the Xambrians, although the Xambrians wouldn't be aware of this (and would presumably be than more than a bit upset if they found out)! I don't think the Xambrians would actively communicate with entities form the lower planes, unless you mean with their ancestors, which I guess is appropriate, although isn't it meant to be the Ancestors who get in touch with THEM?  (Besides isn't Necromancy considered Black Magic, certainly against the Xambrian ethic?)

I think the divination spell (used by communicating with the Ancestors) is more appropriate.  As for the other Invocation spells, isn't the power supposed to come from deific entities?  Would the Ancestors be powerful enough to grant such powers?  What spells do the Xambrians have access to in the 3rd ed. at the moment?  Got a feeling its Mysticism spells?

And finally, to you great ones, who showed Xambrian fortitude by managing to read thus far, the following is a compilation of questions by me and Gazza and SMS's responses.

<< Any hints to why Zahur became an outcast in the first place? >>

SMS replied:

Greed, most likely. Like most all the Shaitan, Zahur covets anything he can't have (such as his freedom)...

<<Are we likely to find out anything more about the Savants? Like, just what ARE they up to? >>

SMS replied:

I hope the Savants get a bit more coverage in future books.  They play an unusual part in the balance of power in Talislanta, and are not the "bad guys in black hats" that they seem to be.  On the other hand, they're not exactly the "good guys in white hats" either...

And a final note for any Tal conspiracy buffs in the audience:  Don't forget about Drax...

<<I certainly haven't. He's lurking on some extra-dimensional plane somewhere in my game, just waiting for the Torquar Reincarnators to become powerful enough to bring him back... >>

SMS replied:

Ahh, a Talislanta GM after my own heart...

<<So its not very likely that any shaitan other than Zahur would aid the Torquar at all.  In fact considering they are consorting with both Zahur (who is presumably the one that supplies all their diabolic power) AND demons, wouldn't the other shaitan actually work against them? >>

SMS replied:

Correct.  Zahur is an outcast, despised by his own kind.  many of whom would like to see him punished (to put it mildly).

<< And who work for the other shaitan....? >>

SMS replied:

The Black Savants would seem to be likely suspects...

There - that's it.  Hope you enjoyed it, and made it! =)

--------------

Siamak, aka, the "Black-wearin' Rasmirin"

