Sub-Men Rising Scenarios: Article Eleven
From: Tim Bloemeke <ratboy@zedat.fu-berlin.de>

To: The talislanta-l mailing list <talislanta-l@mars.galstar.com>

Subject: talislanta-l] Re: Sub vs. Them

Date: Tuesday, November 18, 1997 11:44 AM

> ARGRICULTUIRE RULES THE WORLD.

I fear I have to partially agree with Marc here. Agriculture might allow for a greater cultural success (for a time) but eventually it will destroy it own foundations (except if a way is found to artificially produce nutrients and not depend on the fertility of the soil anymore).  As for the SMR, I believe that the long-term perspective Marc pointed out can be safely ignored. (He didn't apply it to this subject.)

> societies with agriculture are more efficient and eventually non

> agrarian societies are crushed by them.  more efficient production is

> one of the most deciding factors in war. in industrial times it has

> been the nation with the greatest industrial producing power which has won

> the wars the seven kingdoms are a superior force agriculturally and really it is

> implausible that any hunter gather society would even have time to wage a

> war.

Well... as it seems, the Tirshata has lined up a force capable of living off the land.  This is especially true for the - in comparison to the rest of Tal - fertile lands of the 7K. 

The question is whether the Grand Army can protect the whole length of the borderlands front from the assailers.  If they can, the 7K can continue to enjoy their superior agrarian production during the war.  If they cannot, the first target of the Tirshata's troops will be the rural areas of the 7K.  The Grand Army can't possibly protect the whole territory of the 7K against small raiding troops who are out to destroy/pillage the crops and inspire terror among the rural population.  The 7K rurals will turn to the cities for protection, increasing the food consumption in the cities and decreasing the supplies at the same time. 

Looking at the topography of the borderlands, I'd wager the GA will have a hard time. The Borderlands Legion is the only 7K unit trained to rely on their own in this territory, and even they spend much of their time in garrisons supplied by the 7K. The "sub-men", on the other hand ...

Much like the 30 years war in Europe, the SMR will bring hunger, pestilence and big-time suffering to all regions involved.  Methinks nomads are better at living under these conditions than city-dwellers are.

Regards, Tim.

Ratboy is:

Tim Blömeke                                                                "No matter how subtle the wizard, a

Schreinerstrasse 17                                                        knife between the shoulder blades  

10247 Berlin, Germany                                                  will seriously cramp his style."       
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--- 

For list service help, send a message to talislanta-l-request@mars.galstar.com with a subject of HELP.

Drohem (10/25/2010):  this article by Tim Blömeke was posted on the archived Talislanta Central website.

