Sub-Men Rising Scenarios: Critique 2
From: Tim Bloemeke <ratboy@zedat.fu-berlin.de>

To: The talislanta-l mailing list <talislanta-l@mars.galstar.com>

Subject: talislanta-l] Re: Rajan during the SMR

Date: Wednesday, November 05, 1997 11:17 AM

On Tue, 4 Nov 1997, Rich Wallace wrote:

> I have yet to get SMR (I guess I should purchase it off the web :)   I'm

> curious about what the Dracartans and the Rajani (I like this word

> also!) are doing during this time.  Would Rajan capitalize on the

> tensions in the area and "recruit" the "sub-men" to attack the

> Dracartans' western border, allowing the Rajan to send in spies across

> their southern border?  This is one of my ideas.  Has this group

> discussed the Dark Jihad at all?  I'm interested in how other GM's have

> been adding this element into their campaigns.  Actually I'm interest in

> anyone’s ideas!  

Guess that includes mine... :)

Here we go:

Rajans aren't sub-men (as I see it). Neither are they on good terms with any of the "civilized" peoples, with the possible exception of the Farad.  Their "Weltanschauung" is centered around their being servants to Death; their system of government is a theocracy. Or entitocracy, if you will.  This makes them unlikely to automatically join the Tirshata; after all, they serve a higher being and are wise enough to keep out of anything that might get them destroyed. 

To me it seems that they would try to make the harvest of Death as large as possible; i.e., make sure the war lasts as long as possible.  They would evaluate the situation and then support the WEAKER side in the war, whoever that may be.  They could keep out of it, wait until it becomes clear who wins, then give support to the losers and withdraw the support before the whole thing becomes too risky for them.

On the other hand; if the Wildmen are winning, they might wait for the elimination of Carantheum, then launch a campaign to extend their sphere of influence to the desert kingdoms; perhaps supporting the 7K at the same time to draw away the attention of the Tirshata from their plans.  They might even goad the Wildmen into attacking Carantheum first, perhaps aiding them in keeping out any armies the 7K send to Carantheum for aid.

After the Wildmen are done with the desert kingdoms, they might march in and take over what's left.  This strategy has a drawback:  There won't be anything left to conquer (and very few people to sacrifice on their altars) when the Tirshata gets there first. 

If any reincarnators are involved (probably on the Wildmen side, maybe on the 7K side, surely not in Carantheum), they might support the enemies of the reincarnators in order to bring to justice those who cheat Death out of its rightful prey.

If they have several goals, they might switch allegiances as they see fit (and as long as anyone wants to deal with them) in order to accomplish them all.  Lots of motives for a true servant of Death in this war.  Perhaps some are incongruent with your view of Tal (for example, if Rajanistan is governed by a reincarnator who feels loyal to his/her fellow Quaranians).

To me, Rajans are one of the most interesting peoples of Tal, and it would be a waste to just say "hey, they're evil, they support the Tirshata."

Regards,

Tim.    

Kang joke:  How many Mandalans does it take to sharpen a sword? - Four.  One to hold the blade, three to move the grindstone.

Mandalan joke:  How many Kang does it take to sharpen a sword?  Six.  One to sharpen it, five to put up enough of a fight to make it worthwhile.

Too bad it ain't funny...

Ratboy is:

Tim Blömeke                                                                "No matter how subtle the wizard, a

Schreinerstrasse 17                                                       knife between the shoulder blades  

10247 Berlin, Germany                                                 will seriously cramp his style."       

49-30-4263680

Drohem (10/25/2010):  this article by Tim Blömeke was posted on the archived Talislanta Central website.

