Dark Zandir:  Part 2

From: Benjamin Lyngfelt <Benjamin.Lyngfelt@svenska.gu.se>

To: The talislanta-l mailing list <talislanta-l@mars.galstar.com>

Subject: talislanta-l] Re: Slavery in Zandu

Date: Monday, January 19, 1998 5:06 AM

HANGFlRE:

>>Where is it where it says that slavery is illegal in Zandu?  I have ALWAYS operated >>under the assumption that slavery is not only legal, but common in Zandu.

And Matt:

>I have no idea if it is ever mentioned in the game material, but I always operated under >the assumption that the Zandir would see slavery as an infringement on personal >freedoms, and hence contrary to the tenets of Paradoxy

Perhaps contrary, but that would be a nice paradox then.  My books aren't here, but I'm pretty sure that I've read several passages which relate slavery to Zandu.  The most likely sections are Faradun, where I believe Zandu is mentioned as a market for certain kinds of slaves, and the map of Zanth, where there may be slave pens listed somewhere.  I may be wrong about these places, but since I've had trouble matching Zandiran slavery business with the close friendly relations between Zandir and the Sarista and the 7K, I must have gotten the idea from somewhere!  It's certainly not mine.

While we're at it, I'd like to tell you about Tullir Fenck, a Zandir swordsmage in my campaign.  (You'll see the connection in a while) He's always determined to fit the picture of the romantic hero; and he usually succeeds when it comes to heroic deeds, but not when it comes to winning the favor of the opposite sex, though he really tries hard. This is the great tragedy of his life (a Zandir with a negative CHA!), and has provided for a lot of fun in the game.

However, he once succeeded in winning the charms of a Batrean.  This was at the time of the Imrian invasion of Batre.  The PCs, really on a treasure hunt, spotted some Batrean boat-refugees off the coast of Mog and saved them from their Imrian pursuers.  For various reasons, most of the PCs didn't perform at their best that day, but Tullir and Arana (a Sarista girl who hates slavery more than anything else) showed what heroic ballads are made from.

On the journey from there to Cymril, most PCs were in a terrible mood.  Arana, used to have the males' full attention, was more or less being ignored, since her companions only had eyes for the pitiful creatures she had saved.  The male PCs (except Tullir), who were used to be admired as the handsome and dashing adventurers they are, had no success with the ladies, after their cowardly and incompetent behaviour at the beach.  The only one happy, except the saved Batreans, was Tullir.  He, who takes any chance to court a pretty girl only to see her take of with one of his friends, had by his heroic deeds won the favor of a Batrean concubine this time.

However, he soon got into trouble at that front (yes, I'm mean).  He bought her a nice apartment in Cymril, hired her a maid, got her a job, but she didn't approve that we was away on dangerous missions so much, that he didn't pay her enough attention and so on. What really got to her was when a romantic dinner got interrupted by a neighbouring wizard's summoning experiments gone awry.  Not only did Tullir rush away to save the city from Phantasms, he just had to drag her alone too.  She got hurt, and he never heard the end of it.

Now, to the slavery part:  Tullir decided to get rid of the girl, and for some strange reason he didn't just break up in an orderly fashion.  He brought her on a "holiday" to Zandu, where he intended to sell her as a slave.  Of course when she found out about it, she used her powers and forced him to part with her on quite different terms (he still hasn't recovered financially).  She now runs a successful business in Zanth, and Tullir takes pains to avoid the place.

One final amusing point:  When she spread the word to discredit him, few people in Cymril believed the story.  He had built up a reputation of saving slaves (usually just trying to impress Arana) so it seemed impossible that he would be able to do such a thing.

This got kinda long, and I don't even know what it says about slavery business in Zandu.  Sorry.
Ben
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